THE   BODY   HISTRIONIC                     l8l
Though in Shakespeare actual examples of such elemental
figures, while more frequent than in other dramatists, are
strictly limited - we might add Oberon, and possibly Puck,
to our list - they nevertheless present a challenge to our
stage conventions We are still far from the necessary under-
standing Our freedom today from so-called Victorian
taboos is perhaps not wholly a cause for satisfaction, since it
may derive not so much from insight as from a dangerous
insensibility where a deep concern would be more credit-
able Blake, Nietzsche, Whitman, and Lawrence all at-
tacked our want of a significant body-consciousness, and
we need not search far for examples of body-desecration
These, though seeming innocent, are symptomatic I mean,
such things as the truly indecent flesh-coloured tights and
vests still often used on the stage to hide and improve on
the living textuie of flesh, the irresponsible wearing of some
noble Roman costume at a popular masquerade with no
thought of the coi responding duty of make-up on arms and
legs, or the vulgarity of obscene plaster masks with tumes-
cent red noses for use in revelry Surely few people sensitive
to the human form can sit through some of our recent
cinematograph cartoons with open eyes, those, I mean,
where limbs are transposed or blasphemously pulled into
absurd and nauseating pioportions A similar indictment
can, and indeed must, be levelled against much that gains
respect among the more esoteric advances in modern paint-
ing and sculpture, where aitistic strength may yet be a re-
flection of a disease in the community Such things offend
against the closely-related natural and spiritual dignities of
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